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KILLDEER & 
SAVANNAH’S SPARROW

C O M M O N S P E C IE S  

There will be 269.45 acres of agricultural habitat 
gradually repurposed over approximately 75 
years for the development of the proposed 

quarry;  this will enable common species such as 
the killdeer & Savannah’s sparrow to migrate 

next door to the adjacent agricultural land that 
will continue to be farmed by the Zelazny family, 

as well to any of the nearby farms the killdeer 
and Savannah sparrow have been occupying for 

decades. 
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NORTHERN HARRIER
N YS  T H R E AT E N E D S P E C IE S

* The greatest threat to the Northern Harrier is loss of habitat as 
wetlands and grasslands are converted to agricultural fields and 
pastures.** The small mammals that harriers feed on have been 

reduced because of overgrazing, pesticides and reduced shrub cover 
from crop field expansion.  Because they eat small mammals, 

northern harriers are susceptible to the effects of pesticide build-up 
as well as direct effects by eating poisoned animals. 

For these reasons, Northern Harriers are not likely to nest near the 
existing land site, where they would be disturbed by agricultural 

practices. Converting the current agricultural site to a quarry should 
not negatively impact the Northern Harrier’s preferred 

(neighboring) wetland habitat. 

According to a report published by the USFWS publication Iroquois 
National Wildlife Refuge Birds (pg. 4) , Northern Harriers are known 

to nest 'on or near the refuge' but are 'uncommon' in the spring, 
summer and fall and are known to be 'occasional' during winter, 

when quarry operations will be inactive.

(*PeregrineFund.org) ( ** Cornell Lab of Ornithology)
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SHORT-EARED OWL
N YS  L I S T E D  E N DA N GE RE D S P E C I E S

According to the USFWS publication Iroquois 
National Wildlife Refuge Birds, Short-eared Owls 

are 'not known' to nest on or near the refuge 
and are 'occasional' and seen 'only a few times 
during a season' in the spring, summer or fall. 

(INWR)

Short-eared owls may forage in or near the 
refuge or project site during the winter months, 
while mining operations are inactive. However, 
they return to Canada to nest from the spring 

on. 

Short-eared owls are known to frequent mines 
and quarries. ‘Short-eared owls forage in large 

open areas within wood lots, stubble fields, 
fresh and saltwater marshes, weedy fields, 
dumps, gravel pits, rock quarries and shrub 

thicket’ (Holt and Leasure 2008). Short-eared 
owls are known to use mines and quarries for 

foraging. No adverse impact on short-eared owls 
is expected from the proposed quarry project. 
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https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Region_5/NWRS/Central_Zone/Iroquois_Complex/Iroquois/Iroquoisbirds.pdf


HENSLOW’S SPARROWS
N YS  S P E C I E S  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N C E RN

No Henslow’s sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) was recorded 
on the site or in the INWR immediately south of the site. 

Successional open field habitat required for nesting was not 
present (Roster 2008).

The closest Henslow’s sparrow location was 4,000 feet 
from the proposed mine. Due to this large distance from 

the mine, vibrations from blasting would be dissipated 
before reaching Dr. Norment’s INWR survey point #8 
(Figure 14). No recent Henslow’s sparrows have been 
reported from this location (V1 p.14 | V4-A6 p.13, 27) 

Henslow’s sparrows have demonstrated the ability to adjust to 
noise and vibrations. For example, one of the largest 

populations of Henslow’s sparrows in New York State was 
recorded at  Ft. Drum (Army Base) in proximity to live fire 

training activities (Krebs 2002)

Henslow’s sparrow is a species of special concern due to the 
fact that their long-time forest habitats were cut down 

throughout the central prairies of the United States and the 
coastal marshes of the Atlantic coast, causing this species to 

move to new more preferred grassland areas. 

Henslow’s sparrows seek open grassland, large flat fields with 
tall dense grass and no woody plants. Components of their 

preferred habitat are not found on the project site or adjacent 
lands.  
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UPLAND SANDPIPER
N YS  T H R E ATE NE D  S P E C IE S

The population of the Upland Sandpiper has been stable 
between 1966 and 2014, according to the North American 

Breeding Bird Survey.  This species is not on the 2014 State 
of the Birds Watch List: stateofthebirds.org

However, the Upland Sandpiper is listed as threatened in NYS 
due to habitat loss from hunting and converting grasslands to 

croplands: dec.ny.gov/animals

Sandpipers would not choose the proposed project site or nearby 
farmlands where mowing, plowing and burning of fields may 
occur. In several northeastern states, the majority of nesting 

Upland Sandpipers live on the grounds of airports which suggest 
sounds of a mining operation may not be problematic for this 

bird. 
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http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html


BALD EAGLE
N YS  T H R E AT E N E D S P E C IE S

Bald eagles prefer an environment of tall, mature trees, 
clean water & quiet solitude for nesting (USFWS 2006).

Bald eagles are a known nesting species at INWR. The 

closest nest sites are approximately 4 and 6 miles 

from the site. There is no essential habitat for the bald 

eagle on the project site. No adverse modification of 

bald eagle habitat will occur from the quarry 

development. V1 p.59,60-62 | V4-A6 p.11,21

The majority of the (existing) site is agricultural and is 
treeless, with no large open water bodies.  Therefore, no 

potential nesting or foraging habitat for bald eagles exists on 
the proposed quarry site.  

Bald eagles typically nest in forested areas, adjacent to large 
bodies of water, and are tolerant of human activity which 
may attract them to the site in later years as reclamation 

will bring two new lakes that would support more birds and 
fish species, as time goes by. 
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HORNED LARK
N YS  S P E C I E S  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N C E RN

The horned lark is a common breeding 

bird in agricultural areas across New 

York State.  It is expected the horned 

lark will not be drawn to breeding in an 

industrial setting but will continue to 

breed on the adjacent land, next to the 

quarry, which will remain a working 

farm owned by the Zelazny family.   
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OSPREY
N YS  S P E C I E S  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N C E RN

Osprey nesting habitat must include an 
adequate supply of accessible fish within a 

maximum of about 12-miles of the nest 
(Cornell Lab of Ornithology).  The diet of 

osprey is primarily fish, there are no open 
water ponds on the existing agricultural site 

or the proposed quarry site for osprey to feed 
from.  However, the Reclamation phase of 
the mining project will provide two new 
waterbodies accessible to the osprey to 

forage.
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DEER, FOX
GEESE & TURKEY

C O M M O N S P E C IE S

Mammals including deer, fox and other 
wildlife such as geese and turkeys use only a 
portion of the (existing agricultural) site for 

their home range and generally become 
acclimated to the activities associated with 

mining operations.  These species are 
regularly observed in WNY quarries.  
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CERULEAN WARBLER
N YS  S P E C I E S  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N C E RN

No cerulean warblers were recorded on the 
proposed quarry site or in the INWR 

immediately south of the site. 

During the 2012 breeding bird survey, one 
cerulean warbler was recorded on Oak Orchard 

Ridge Road at breeding bird point count 
location 10. 

Cerulean warbler’s are a NYS species of special 
concern because their decline is linked to 

declines in wintering habitats. They prefer to 
nest and winter in broad-leaved evergreen 
forests, not agricultural or industrial fields. 
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HOODED WARBLER, 
SCARLET TANGER

& ADDITIONAL BIRDS 
C O M M O N S P E C IE S

The hooded warbler, scarlet tanger and other 

(R-pictured) common bird species were 

observed during early morning breeding bird 

surveys, where background noise from Route 63 

was noticeable. Historically, noise has not 

negatively impacted the survival of these birds. 
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