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DEC gives approval for Frontier
Stone quarry in Shelby
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SHELBY — The town of Shelby may have
stopped a quarry company’s aim to construct a
stone pit near the Iroquois National Wildlife
Refuge, but the state has approved the project
and the company has filed an Article 78
challenging the way the town has done
business.

The quarry project proposed by Frontier Stone
in Shelby appeared to be in jeopardy when the
Shelby Town Board passed Local Law No. 3 of
2017 creating a Wildlife Refuge Protection
Overlay District. The district adds extra regulations to the zoning map including stopping
“improper development.”

However, on Oct. 3, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Frontier Stone quarry, which
company representatives say will mean the DEC will issue Frontier Stone a mining permit to
start blasting.

Frontier Stone proposed to construct a 215.5 acre dolomite/limestone quarry on a 269.45
parcel of land on the south side of Fletcher Chapel Road in Shelby, sending in an application to
the DEC for a Mined Land Reclamation permit in March 2006. The quarry would produce high-
quality construction aggregate and high-grade agricultural lime.

According to Frontier Stone, mining — if approved — will be divided into four phases over the
operational life of the mine, which is estimated to be 75 years.

“Quarrying would be conducted by standard drill and blast technology with front-end loaders
and excavators feeding a primary crusher with shot rock. The primary crusher will follow the
advancing face and rock would be conveyed to an on-site processing plant by field conveyor,”
the impact statement released by the DEC said.

Mining is proposed by Frontier Stone below the water table and the project includes
dewatering the quarry area with a proposed maximum water withdrawal for mine dewatering
at 554,264 gallons a day — which would be discharged at the southwest corner of the site into
an existing agriculture drainage ditch. The reclamation objective will make an open space with
two lakes — 35.2 and 156.1 acres in size — for recreation and wildlife.

The full FEIS can be found at tinyurl.com/y9szburk.

Frontier Stone — along with plaintiffs Zelazny Family Enterprises LLC, James J. Zelazny, Robert
Kwandrans and David Krug — filed the Article 78 in the New York State Supreme Court on
Tuesday and served the town on Wednesday.

Earlier this month, attorney Dan Spitzer, representing the town of Shelby, told the Daily News
changes in the local law were not made to target Frontier Stone.

“Mining has been illegal in this town for some time,” Spitzer said. “To change that you need
rezoning. Nothing in this law changes that. You may need additional rezoning, but if the town
board is in favor, they can get a rezoning. This is about protecting the refuge over a breath of
the whole area north of the refuge.”
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